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The St. Martin Embroideries

Margaret B. Freeman : The St. Martin Embroideries  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised The St. Martin Embroideries: 

In the Middle Ages pictorial embroidery was considered one of the fine arts, and those who made pictures with needle 
and thread were often as highly skilled and highly valued as those who made pictures with brush and pigment. Franco-

Flemish and Flemish pictorial embroideries of the first half of the fifteenth century are rare today, and a series as 
extensive and fascinating as the one analyzed here can hardly be equaled. These embroideries celebrate the life and 

achievements of one of Christendom's most beloved saints. Admired for his heroism in successful confrontations with 
emperors, devils, brigands, and pagans, St. Martin, bishop of Tours, is remembered also for his power over nature and 
his restoration of the dead to life. In this most readable treatise each subject is integrated in the storytelling scheme, the 

styles of the several artists who made the designs are differentiated, the particular embroidery techniques are 
discussed, the name of the Burgundian nobleman who may have commissioned the set is sifted out of the historical 
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and artistic evidence, and what is known of the embroideries' recent history is reported. The discussion is such that it 
greatly enlarges one's own knowledge not only of Medieval French, Franco-Flemish, and Flemish embroidery but of 

painting and manuscript illumination in these regions. [This book was originally published in 1968 and has gone out of 
print. This edition is a print-on-demand version of the original book.]


