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U.S.S.R. Army, Major James F. Gebhardt : The Official SKS Manual  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Official SKS Manual: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. If you dont know nothing about a sks this book ...By Mark D. AulIf 
you dont know nothing about a sks this book is for you its a translated Russian Army manual keep in mind that when 

the SkS came out it was written for a conscrip army with little or no skills and barely able to read but enjoyable on 
technical as well as historical significance0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. useful and funBy David 

NThis is a pretty useful guide to the use, care and adjustment of the SKS rifle and also offers insight into Soviet 
military doctrine and daily soldiers duties. Much of the instruction is verbal, although there are a lot of diagrams and 
drawings. Nowadays, it's east to get some more detailed maintenance info online to supplement this vintage guide. 

Still, if you take the time to read this manual you will learn more than you do from the typical modern firearms 
instruction sheet you get with a new gun. While I am sure part of the reason this guide was reprinted is for historical 
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purposes, it's still very useful and fun.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. It is what the title saysBy 
ROBERT L ROSENBURGHI'd recommend this book to every SKS owner, since it's the straight up original from 
Russia translated into English. The illustrations, while being a bit grainy and not always clear, are what you expect 

from a military field manual from the late 1940s. Besides detailed instructions on disassembly and assembly, cleaning 
and functioning, it also includes zeroing, shooting and conduct of fire training information. A short history of the 

weapon is included to round out your basic knowledge base of this robust and ubiquitous rifle.

This Soviet military manual, originally published in the Soviet Union and now available in English for the first time, 
covers instructions for use and maintenance of perhaps the most widely distributed of all weapons produced by the 

arms factories of the former Soviet Union: the ubiquitous 7.62mm Simonov self-loading carbine (SKS).

About the AuthorJames F. Gebhardt is a retired U.S. Army officer who served as an enlisted infantryman (1966-69), 
armor officer (1974-83) and Soviet foreign area officer (1984-91). Gebhardt performed military duty in the Soviet 

Union and has escorted numerous Soviet scientific, military and diplomatic personnel on U.S. military installations in 
the United States. 


