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Judith MacKenzie McCuin : The Intentional Spinner  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised The Intentional Spinner: 

23 of 23 people found the following review helpful. A must have for spinnersBy C. KauffmanThis book does a great 
job of taking the next step from the many beginning spinner books out there. She clearly addresses the 

technical/mechanical aspects of spinning and helped me understand how to step back from the "intuitive" yarn I've 
been making (which is pretty good yarn) and pay attention to the details so I can repeat my successes. A lot of the 

information she provided on fibers is excellent and the details there answered several questions I had. She has raised a 
storm in the spinning community with the sideways drum carding idea... but that is NOT addressed in this book.0 of 0 

people found the following review helpful. The author writes with great insight and makes learning a real joyBy 
Marialyn PrangeOne of the must haves for anyone interested in spinning or fiber arts. The author writes with great 
insight and makes learning a real joy. She has that rare quality of a storyteller that sparks an interest in the how and 

why of the subject. You will learn much more than how to spin a particular fiber. I would own anything Judith 
MacKenzie has written, even if it was only the introduction to someone else's work.27 of 28 people found the 

following review helpful. a class with Judith in your homeBy Gypsy QueenThis book will save you airfare and hotel 
costs. It discusses everything she teaches in her classes. You have to read it slowly and carefully because it is so 

packed with information. I don't recommend reading it from cover to cover...pick out the sections that are relevant to 
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the spinning question you are asking, and read it at the wheel.Know also that there are other ways to do the things that 
Judith doesn't teach that are good alternatives. Most of us do a short woolen draw that isn't forward. She doesn't 

endorse that. But it works.She is one of the most knowledgeable spinners of our time. Her book is a necessary addition 
to the spinner's library.

Offering a blend of technical knowledge, history, and easy-to-use tips, this inspiring collection of spinning wisdom 
deftly explores the three fundamental areas of yarn production: understanding fibers, managing yarn structure, and 

making yarns that precisely meet the spinner's needs. The rich, historic traditions of plant and animal fibers are 
fascinatingly juxtaposed with recent advances in synthesized fiber and mankind's use of fibers in the past, present, and 

future, while detailed, image-laden instructions for four intermediate projects demonstrate the range of possibilities, 
from sturdy, plied yarns to playful, novelty yarns. Spinners are also offered guidance on planning a project from start 

to finish, as well as how to care for and store completed projects.

"In this complete overview of the art and science of creating hand-spun yarn, McCuin covers characteristics of 
different types of fiber, techniques for spinning yarns, and caring for hand-spun yarn and includes a few basic 

projects." Library Journal 


