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Renee Newman : Exotic Gems Volume 3: How to Identify, Evaluate, Select and Care for Matrix Opal, Fire 
Agate, Blue Chalcedony, Rubellite Indicolite, Paraiba and Other Tourmalines (Newman Exotic Gems)  before 

purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Exotic Gems Volume 3: How 
to Identify, Evaluate, Select and Care for Matrix Opal, Fire Agate, Blue Chalcedony, Rubellite Indicolite, Paraiba and 
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Other Tourmalines (Newman Exotic Gems): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Nice pictures but not very impressive booksBy CustomerThese 
books seem to have the most basic information in them. I have loads of gem books and have held positions in several 

Gem and Mineral Societies. I have studied gems and minerals and find this book too basic for what it is. It should have 
some expert knowlege in them that can be shared. I purchased all three of them so I can grow my knowledge and share 

with others but there is almost nothing in them that isn't common knowledge. For instance, when choosing blue 
chalcedony the more intense/pure the color and the more clean the stone the more quality it is -- no kidding!? It does 

mention that banding (such as blue lace) is of less value than the pure color unless the blue lace is of exceptional 
patterning. Sounds all subjective to me. Don't waste your money, just attend a couple of rock and gem shows (not bead 

shows) and ask the pricing for different items. You'll quickly find how gems are valued and what makes something 
exotic or valuable.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Another Great BookBy FrenchiesuI love all her 

"GEM" books. As an amateur gem collector, this book really helps when I have a decision to make. It's 
understandable, goes into fairly good detail, and I love the pictures. She covers the exotic gems that you usually find 
on the market that one can purchase and even some you don't see very often. I've read and reread all of them, and I'm 
sure I'll be using this one for years to come. Thanks again, Renee Newman!1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. Renee Newman is THE best in gem books!By BethIt is so enjoyable to be able to focus on several stones and 

learn oodles and have wonderful photography--plenty of it! I cannot wait for volume 4

Buying gems is a challenge, especially when they're unusual stones from faraway places. Exotic Gems, Volume 3 will 
show you with close-up photos how to make visual judgements about clarity, transparency, color, cut quality and 

brilliance. You'll also get tips on gem care and on detecting imitations and gem treatments. This is the third in a series 
of books that explores the history, properties, qualities and geographic sources of lesser-known gems. If you're 

interested in matrix opal, fire agate, blue chalcedony, Paraiba tourmaline, rubellite or other tourmalines, Exotic Gems 
can provide you with the indepth information you'll need to be a smart buyer.Topics in this guide include:Gem 

identificationgeographic sourcesEffects of lightingGem cleaning carequality evaluationcurious factsgem 
treatmentsSavvy buying

About the AuthorRenee Newman GG is a respected gemologist and author of nine gem and jewelry guides. Her books 
are used worldwide as buying guides, sales-training tools, class texts and references for jewelry professionals. 


