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This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the
original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1859 edition. Excerpt: ...too long, for
hasty selling is commonly as disadvantageable as interest. Besides, he that clears at once will relapse, for, finding
himself out of straits, he will revert to his customs; but he that cleareth by degrees induceth a habit of frugality, and
gaineth as well upon his mind as upon his estate. Certainly, who hath a state to repair, may not despise small things;
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and, commonly, it is less dishonourabl e to abridge petty charges than to stoop to petty gettings. A man ought warily to
begin charges, which once begun will continue; but in matters that return not, he may be more magnificent. OF THE
TRUE GREATNESS OF KINGDOMS AND ESTATES. The speech of Themistocles, the Athenian, which was
haughty and arrogant, in taking so much to himself, had been a grave and wise observation and censure, applied at
large to others. Desired at afeast to touch alute, he said, " he could not fiddle, but yet he could make a small town a
great city." These words (holpen alittle with a metaphor) may express two differing abilities in those that deal in
business of estate; for, if atrue survey be taken of counsellors and statesmen, there may be found (though rarely) those
which can make a small state great, and yet cannot fiddle--as, on the other side, there will be found a great many that
can fiddle very cunningly, but yet are so far from being able to make a small state great, astheir gift lieth the other
way--to bring a great and flourishmg estate to ruin and decay; and, certainly, those degenerate arts and shifts, whereby
many counsellors and governors gain both favour with their masters and estimation with the vulgar, deserve no better
name than fiddling, being things rather pleasing for the time, and graceful to themselves only, than tending to...



