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James W. Slaten : Antique American Sewing Machines: A Value Guide  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Antique American Sewing Machines: A Value Guide: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A must-have for sewing machine lovers and collectorsBy elaineThis 
is a real find if you collect or are interested in the history of sewing machines. I have seen bits and pieces of this 

history scattered on the Internet, but I have never found the early history of sewing machines gathered together like 
this, what a treasure! There are one hundred illustrated pages (black and white drawings, and some black and white 
photos), showing machines from the 1800's, with descriptions of each. There are almost 50 pages of machines from 

1900 to 1910. There are helpful pages on dating Singers by their serial numbers. Not all the machines in this book are 
Singers, so as a reference, he includes listings of other sewing machine companies and where they were located. The 

author gives a British and an American value for each machine, these are probably dated. This is a tremendous 
resource for anyone who wants to learn the early history of the sewing machine.1 of 1 people found the following 

review helpful. Must have for collectors.By CustomerOne of the smaller sized books of its kind, yet still packed with 
information. I believe there are some tables in the back that show what badged (off brand) machines were made by 
which manufactures. Beautiful photos, although some of them are in black and white if I recall. Sill an invaluable 

information source for the budding collector. Highly recommended.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Not of much valueBy BillInteresting but not of much value to any collector as it is short on information and limited 

use for evaluating prices.

(from the Introduction) "The sewing machine made available to millions of people, more and better clothing at a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0963228706


fraction of the cost. Men and women everywhere use and wear articles made b the sewing machine. It has made 
possible the mass production of countless items and emancipated women of all lands as nothing else in history...Old 
sewing machines, especially those manufactured before 1870, make a first class collectible. Besides being decorative 

and functional, they represent an excellent investment...This guide...gives realistic values to collectible sewing 
machines."


