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Christopher Howgego : Ancient History from Coins (Approaching the Ancient World)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Ancient History from Coins (Approaching the 

Ancient World): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good solid book on ancient coins and the way they ...By 
CyberReader (New Brunswick NJ USA)Good solid book on ancient coins and the way they help supplement what we 

know from historical sources or else serve to fill in the gaps lacking original extant sources. It provides much 
interesting and pertinent detail, which ought to be appreciated mostly by numismatically-focused readers, whereas the 

knowledgeable historical readership will probably find most of this information and the commentary relatively 
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unsurprising.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. OK, but...By Larry N. StoutThe upside: authoritative, 
with high-quality images. The downside: the title is misleadingly comprehensive, as the array of illustrated coins is 

very limited; and, the text is conspicuously pedantic in style and tone.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Very annoying and I wondered why he wrote the book if ...By Don GavinThe author constantly says one thing then 
disavows it in the subsequent paragraph. Very annoying and I wondered why he wrote the book if he is unsure of 

everything.

Like other volumes in this series, Ancient History from Coins demystifies a specialism, introducing students (from 
first year upwards) to the techniques, methods, problems and advantages of using coins to do ancient history.Coins are 

a fertile source of information for the ancient historian; yet too often historians are uneasy about using them as 
evidence because of the special problems attaching to their interpretation. The world of numismatics is not always 
easy for the non-specialist to penetrate or understand with confidence. Dr Howgego describes and anlyses the main 
contributions the study of coins can make to ancient history, showing shows through numerous examples how the 
character, patterns and behaviour of coinage bear on major historical themes. Topics range from state finance and 

economic policy to imperial domination and political propaganda through coins types.The period covered by the book 
is from the invention of coinage (ca 600BC) to AD 400.

'Vastly informative and always to the point. There is much to be discovered or brought to our attention here' - - Greece 
and Rome Volume 4 


