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John H. White Jr. : A History of the American Locomotive: Its Development, 18301880 (Trains)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A History of the American 

Locomotive: Its Development, 18301880 (Trains): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A "Must Have" for your American History Library .. 5 StarsBy 
attaboyArrived in perfect pristine "like new" condition. The evolution of the steam locomotive during those scant 50 
years is comparable to the Fairchild germanium transistor to what we see today. Imagine a chord of loco fuel costing 
$4.00, and a locomotive engineer making the Big Money, at $2.50 day, and loco's rated by miles-per-chord. Railroads 
built America, in an amazingly short time. This is history, and if you found yourself intrigued by "Hell On Wheels", 
this incredibly well documented book will take you behind the scenes to the "Nuts and Bolts" of how these machines 
evolved. No tales of the graft and politics here .. just historical developement stuff, well written for anyone to easily 
comprehend and appreciate. The original sticker price was $24.95 .. get a copy for your American History library. 5 
Stars1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The ultimate authority on early American locomotivesBy L. 

EakinsWritten by a former curator of the Smithsonian, the documentation and research is extraordinary. It covers with 
explicit detail the beginnings of the American railroad experience from the first English imports to our own evolution 

to satisfy our unique landscape and transportation needs. I especially appreciated how different components were 
addressed in detail, such as boilers, trucks, valves, forgings, etc. Nice section on representative locomotives over the 
early years. My only complaint is that the illustrations are out of synch with the text, requiring frequent page turnings 

back and forth. A pad of sticky notes is recommended.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. good book.By 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0486238180


Customergood book.

Important and beautifully illustrated volume chronicles the explosive growth of the American locomotive from British 
imports to grand ten-wheelers of the 1870s. Over 240 vintage photographs, drawings, and diagrams tell the exciting 

tale. Introduction. Appendices. Index.


