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G. H. Oelsner : A Handbook of Weaves: 1875 Illustrations  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised A Handbook of Weaves: 1875 Illustrations: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Good for the library, but not for getting startedBy T. A. HusarikI 
read the reviews before buying this book, so I expected it to be a little over my head (I am brand new to weaving and 
have bought several "getting started" books.)Indeed, it is way over my head. It not only doesn't show (as others have 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0486231690


said) basic tie ups, etc, but some of the terminology is different than what I've seen in the "getting started" 
books.However, having said that, I am going to keep this book, not only because I am a book-a-holic, but because I 
think when I get more experienced, it may prove to be, as another reviewer said, an "idea book" and will help me in 

future designs.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The best. This is my third copy in 20 yearsBy 
SheilaThe best. This is my third copy in 20 years. The other two are sitting here; dog-eared, lose pages, and spines 

covered with tape. It is absolutely my 'go to' book when needing either technical help or inspiration. Glad that it was 
still available.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Language is often technical and assumes a great 

knowledge base in the readerBy Ishana IngermanOld mill weaves from America's weaving industry! Language is 
often technical and assumes a great knowledge base in the reader. Good old book.

To anyone concerned with the design of fabrics, the structure of the cloth is, of course, of prime importance for 
achieving best results and most satisfying ultimate appearance. Oelsner's A Handbook of Weaves, long the most 
reliable and comprehensive source of information on the subject, will save you hours of research work and offer 

information necessary for new cloth effects. It covers the field thoroughly from the simple draft and plain weave to the 
more complicated fancy weaves, with a clear, lucid text and with 1,875 working diagrams.Just a few of the many 

weaves fully explained, differentiated, and illustrated in this volume are irregular, double-stitched, and filling satins; 
basket and rib weaves; steep, undulating, broken, offset, corkscrew, interlocking, herringbone, and fancy twills; 

honeycomb and lace weaves; tricot and metalass weaves; corded, piqu, and kersey weaves; and literally hundreds 
more.The outstanding section on crpe weaves (over 45 pages, 342 weaves) explains 10 different methods, including 

arranging other weaves, rearranging warp threads, interlocking a weave over another, drafting a weave in four squares, 
and transporting weaves in checkerboard order.One of the work's most valuable features, particularly to the 

manufacturer, is in the section which shows with text and picture how from a simple swatch of material one may 
obtain the full details of construction and layout of any fabric made: weave and color patterns, number of threads per 
square inch, weight of cloth, sizes of warp yarn and filling yarn, etc.A full chapter is given showing how interesting 

effects may be obtained by arrangement of yarns in contrasting colors in either warp or filling or both, and how effects 
can be produced by combining weave and color patterns in the same cloth. A large number of examples, with 207 
diagrams, show color effects in twills, basket weaves, crpes, etc.Other topics covered here that are rarely found in 
textile design books are breaks or recesses in the cloth, weaves that deflect certain threads, broche fabrics, double 

transposed textures, reform weaves, the determination of the best weaves, the determination of the best types of weave 
for specific textures and many similar topics.These and many other special features add to this unsurpassed collection's 
immense value for the textile manufacturer, the designer, the stylist, the hand-loom weaver, the power-loom weaver, 

and the teacher and student of textiles. It is at once a fully indexed reference, a lucid "how-to-do-it" book, and a 
storehouse of unusual information and practical suggestions.Includes a supplement on the analysis of weaves and 

fabrics.

Language NotesText: English, German (translation) 


