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Q. David Bowers : A Guide Book of Barber Silver Coins, 1st Edition (Offical Red Book)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Guide Book of Barber Silver Coins, 1st 

Edition (Offical Red Book): 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. The Barber Coin Collector CompanionBy The Creative InvestorThis 
is a long awaited title to "The Official Red Book" series. When Dave Bowers published "A guide Book of Double 
Eagle Gold Coins" in 2004, "A Guide Book of Barber Silver Coins" was planed to be the eight book in the series. 

Eleven years in the making, it is now 20th in the series. Probably the reason it took so long is finding the wonderful 
large date and mintmark color pictures of each coin in the Barber dime, quarter, and half dollar series. The best part of 
the book. Many Barbers coins are dark brown or stained - ugly coins. Dave strongly recommends picking coins that 
are brilliant with rich luster or have light iridescent toning. The pictures in this book will encourage you to do that.It 

was fascinating to learn the number of Barber coins that are believed to have survived today. For example, 19.6 
million 1899 Barber Dimes were struck and 100,000 to 125,000 are believed to have survived; although, the vast 

majority are in About Good to Good condition. Where are these coins? Dave Bowers, an well respected and important 
coin dealer, gives encouragement to collectors on a budget looking for something worthwhile to collect. While a date 
and mint mark set in Mint State 64 would amount to a $96,000 investment, a collector on a budget could put together 
the same 74 coin set in good condition for about $1,800 or $5,600 in Fine condition.Careful reading of this book will 

reveal little titbits. For example, the 1907-O Barber Quarter is the poorest struck coin in the quarter series with 
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"mumps" (distortions on neck and jaw), scars, and other problems. A companion book to the Barber Dimes series is 
Jeff Ambio's "Collecting Investing Strategies for Barber Dimes" which focuses on the Mint State grades.A word of 

caution. tends to ship this heavy paperback book in a padded envelope without any bubble wrapping to protect it. My 
first copy arrived damaged which I returned without an issue and the second copy was acceptable. I would not 

recommend ordering this book by itself but with another book or two so that you get the books in a box.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Joyce EspinosaOur customers love this book0 of 0 people found the 

following review helpful. The name says it all ..........Q. David Bowers.By gr_ssmanThe author's name implies 
excellence. This treatise is no different than his other outstanding works.

Volume #20 in Whitman's best-selling Bowers Series covers three classic U.S. coin denominations: the dimes, 
quarters, and half dollars designed by Charles E. Barber, chief engraver of the U.S. Mint. These classic silver coins 

were first made in 1892, and their production lasted to the eve of America's entry into World War I. In this colorfully 
illustrated book, the workhorses of the late-19th and early-20th-century American commerce are given the famous Q. 
David Bowers treatment: insightful study, rich historical background, and detailed data analysis. Bowers the "Dean of 
American Numismatics" and the most published numismatic author of all time lays out everything you need to know 
to be a smart collector: how to evaluate quality, determine value, understand the market, and make good purchases. 
You'll learn the backstage goings-on that led to the coins' creation, why they barely made a splash when first issued, 
and why they weren't mourned when they passed into history. In recent years the scene has changed Barber's silver 

coinage is among the more popular of U.S. series, with many enthusiastic collectors and students.Bowers provides a 
wealth of information on each issue: mintages, existing populations, grading standards, values, auction records, keys to 

collecting, and more. Historical background sets the coins in the broader context of American life from the 1890s 
through the mid-teens. Hundreds of full-color images, thoughtful study, and Bowers's engaging narrative make this 

book a treat for anyone interested in our nation's Gilded Age and Progressive Era.

From the Inside FlapVolume #20 in Whitman's best-selling Bowers Series covers three classic U.S. coin 
denominations: the dimes, quarters, and half dollars designed by Charles E. Barber, chief engraver of the U.S. Mint. 

These classic silver coins were first made in 1892, and their production lasted to the eve of America's entry into World 
War I. In this colorfully illustrated book, the workhorses of late-19th and early-20th-century American commerce are 
given the famous Q. David Bowers treatment: insightful study, rich historical background, and detailed data analysis. 

Bowersthe "Dean of American Numismatics" and the most published numismatic author of all timelays out everything 
you need to know to be a smart collector: how to evaluate quality, determine value, understand the market, and make 
good purchases. You'll learn the backstage goings-on that led to the coins' creation, why they barely made a splash 

when first issued, and why they weren't mourned when they passed into history. In recent years the scene has 
changedBarber's silver coinage is among the more popular of U.S. series, with many enthusiastic collectors and 

students. Bowers provides a wealth of information on each issue: mintages, existing populations, grading standards, 
values, auction records, keys to collecting, and more. Historical background sets the coins in the broader context of 
American life from the 1890s through the mid-teens. Hundreds of full-color images, thoughtful study, and Bowers's 

engaging narrative make this book a treat for anyone interested in our nation's Gilded Age and Progressive Era. 


