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A Death in the Family

James Agee : A Death in the Family  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised A Death in the Family: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. It doesn't get more authentic than this.By RoadhouseThe touchstone 
of the book is the tragic and improbable death of Jay Follett; a husband, father, brother, son, son-in-law, friend, and 

citizen. The story of the raw and brutal emotional and psychological impacts of Jay's death on those left behind is told 
with astounding power. There are no words wasted as Agee's characters take on the faith challenging and cruel 

randomness of an untimely death such as Jay's. It was in the descriptions of the children's grief, confusion, fear and 
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skepticism; however, that the book really got to me.If you read books, read this one.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. A sad, heart-wrenching novelBy Martha MooreA sad, heart-wrenching novel, but wonderful. This is 

an autobiographical novel, and you can feel the emotion of the author in the protagonist of the story, the little 
boy.When I started reading it, I didn't want to put the book down.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
This is a stunningly beautiful and thoughtful bookBy Linda SprenkleThis is a stunningly beautiful and thoughtful 
book. The author's ability to remember how life looks to a very young child as well as to adults and his ability to 

describe those visions is unsurpassed. The book is a portrait of individuals, families, and a way of life in America that 
left this reader deeply moved .

The classic American novel, re-published for the 100th anniversary of James Agee's birthPublished in 1957, two years 
after its author's death at the age of forty-five, A Death in the Family remains a near-perfect work of art, an 

autobiographical novel that contains one of the most evocative depictions of loss and grief ever written. As Jay Follet 
hurries back to his home in Knoxville, Tennessee, he is killed in a car accident-a tragedy that destroys not only a life, 

but also the domestic happiness and contentment of a young family. A novel of great courage, lyric force, and 
powerful emotion, A Death in the Family is a masterpiece of American literature.

''People I know who read A Death in the Family forty years ago still talk about it. So do I. It is a great book.'' --Andre 
Dubus, author of Dancing after Hours ''[James Agee's words] are so indelibly etched someplace inside of me that I 

couldn't reach to rub them out even if I wanted to. And I never want to.'' --Steve Earle, author of I'll Never Get Out of 
This World Alive''The work of a writer whose power with English words can make you gasp.'' --New York Times 

Book ''Wonderfully alive.'' --New Yorker''It is, in the full sense, poetry . . . The language of the book, at once luminous 
and discreet . . . remains in the mind.'' --New Republic ''Maturely and masterfully, Agee accomplished a book which 
touches one deeply and which no reader will forget.'' --New York Herald Tribune Book " The work of a writer whose 
power with English words can make you gasp." -Alfred Kazin, The New York Times Book " It is, in the full sense, 
poetry. . . . The language of the book, at once luminous and discreet . . . remains in the mind." -The New Republic " 

Brilliant, moving, and written with . . . objectivity and control. . . . It is wonderfully alive." -The New Yorker 


