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David Bowers : 100 Greatest American Tokens and Medals  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised 100 Greatest American Tokens and Medals: 

11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. A good workman-like effort but certainly not life-changing (4 
stars to collectors)By Zendicant PangolinI bought this book on the wildly enthusiastic endorsement of it by a medals 

dealer (who just happens to specialize in one of the entries). While I agree this book is good for the hobby and is not a 
bad effort; owning it is not a wholly satisfying experience.First the good stuff: The authors have done a fine job of 
compiling the list of 100 different medals and tokens representative of a broad spectrum from the mundane to the 

sublime. They also did a generally good job with the background essays on their selections because they are easy to 
read and sometimes informative. Cross reference numbers from numbering systems found in various books that have 

catalogued the items are supplied, as are population estimates and some then current pricing information. The 
presentation and layout of the book are also outstanding. Actually, the book is a pleasure to look at because the full 
color reproductions are excellent and the layout is top notch.In fact, I like almost everything about the book so why 
only three stars?This is a three star book because while it is very likable, it really isn't lovable. This is because the 
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editors didn't give us enough of the kind of information that makes a thing the 'Greatest'. Just throwing together a 
collection of 100 different examples within a genre because a survey of experts tells one to isn't reason enough, in my 

opinion.The book misses the kind of background stories that caused the collectors, writers and dealers to love them 
enough to vote them as '100 Greatest'. For instance, I too love the Higley Coppers found on pps. 14-15. I think they are 

cute and cuddly but I want to know why Samuel Higley was compelled to mint his own coins, for God's sake. What 
about the coin shortage at the time; how they were used; was there any competing specie circulating at the time? Or 
take entry No. 47, 'George H. Lovett's Nod to Coin Collectors' which is a fine entry but no mention is made of the 

Lovett family's long and illustrious relationship to the medallic arts which is doubtless why the medal was voted on the 
list.This book misses the inside information that personalizes what are otherwise just objects. Granted, many of the 

book's entries are beautiful works of art, but mere beauty is not enough to carry a project such as this. Rest assured that 
the world teems with beautifully struck medals, aesthetically pleasing medals but this doesn't necessarily make them 

deserving of greatness.Also this book is Made in China. One day China may produce high quality art books but today 
is not that day. As a book collector it is of utmost importance that art books such as this are produced with the best of 

values from the best of materials and this book, sadly, was not.Just three stars, my friends, but I do agree with the 
reviewers below this is a great library book.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. American Medals 

BookBy David Goodman100 Greatest book series is one of the best and thorough book series I know of. The authors 
of the individual books are the experts in their fields. Well illustrated with generous information on each subject. Top 

notch0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The Best Examples Of Numismatic ArtBy leftyA must for 
Exonumia collectors. It was good to see some of my holdings, and I'm sure other readers items, included in the top 

100.Beautiful printing job.

Katherine Jaeger and Q. David Bowers tell the fascinating stories of 100 of the greatest medals and tokens of colonial 
America, the early states, the Confederacy, the U.S. Mint, and dozens of private issuers. It's all here: the history of 

medals and tokens in America and how they evolved; how to collect them; grading; conservation; smart buying; and 
more. 100 Greatest American Medals and Tokens is not just a price guide or a fancy picture book. It's a time machine 

that takes you to a hundred-plus different points in America's rich history. Hardcover with dustjacket, coffee-table, 148 
pages.

About the AuthorAlexander began collecting magazines and comic books in 1952. In 1967, he moved to Los Angeles 
where in 1969 he became a book dealer. David is a collector, researcher, dealer, and lecturer. 


